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To whom it may concern,

" Please accept this letter as Chambers Ireland’s submission in respect of the recent planning
application for the North-South 400kV Interconnector submitted by EirGrid.

 Chambers Ireland represents the largest network of businesses in the State. With almost 50
Chambers located in every major town and city in the country, we are uniquely positioned to
understand the needs of the business community.

- The development of the North-South Interconnector serves three core purposes: To improve the
security of supply of electricity, to future-proof the economic growth potential of the North-East
region, and to support renewable power generation and exportation in Ireland.

In consultation with Cootehill Chamber of Commerce, which is located in the proposed development
corridor, Chambers Ireland supports the view that the North-Scuth Interconnector must be
completed to underpin Ireland’s future economic growth strategy. Below, we have outlined the
reasons why.

s Sustainable economic growth:

The primary need for developing lreland’s electricity grid is to facilitate sustainable
economic growth. Unless we develop the capacity of our grid and improve our security of
supply, we risk facing a situation where our electricity network cannot meet demand from

- businesses and domestic consumers. If we allowed this to happen, we would undermine our
businesses’ ability to prosper and our ability as a country to attract new businesses. In this
way, a reliable electricity supply is intricately linked to our national competitiveness and our
economic growth prospects.

¢ Underpinning regional devefopment:
Grid infrastructure also facilitates inward investment. Sufficient enetgy capacity is a pre-
requisite for local economies to be able 1o compete for investment and attract new
companies establishing themselves in the local area providing local jobs. For Ireland in
“particular, energy intensive: industries have a strong presence in the economy providing
many frish jobs and must be faciiitated with sufficient capacity to meet their energy needs in
order to retain their base in Irefand.

A 2013 Indecorn Report on the wider economic benefits of grid investment concluded that
82% of businesses consider investment in the transmissions grid as very important or
[important to facilitate regional development. Granting planning permission for the
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development of the 400kV Interconnector should in this regard also ‘be considered an
important step towards recreating regicnal jobs lost during the recession. .

e Facilitating interconnectivity: ) )
Increasing our level of interconnectivity with Northern Ireland and ulttn’iately mainland
- Europe is of strategic interest to our future energy security, which also supports energy
objectives at both national and EU level. Among such objectives is the requirement to
+ ot interconnect our electricity network with that of other European countries to create a Single

Electricity Market. By increasing our level of interconnection, Ireland will ‘become moré™ ~'"

-5 energy secure which has a positive effect on energy prices. S g

- Incaddition hereto, increased interconnection offers opportunities for Irgland to export and--- -
- expand green energy production which has positive environmental benefits and reduces our

* . heavy'dependence on imported energy. By developing the grid and in this way support the
. expansion-of our renewable sector’s market share not only will we be able to meet EU |

“renewable. targets, we. will also make our country Iess vulnerable to prlce fluctuatlons in o

international energy markets

* Importance of cost-effmency
. Cost effective energy is vital-for Ireland’s natnonal competlttveness For Ireland to remain an
attractive destination to do. business, our energy costs must be maintained at an efficient

level. The length of time required to complete a project of this scale has a direct impact on |

+ .the total construction cost which ultimately feeds into end-user tariffs. We therefore wish to
emphasise the importance of the planning process not causing any unnecessary delays that
will add to the cost of the project and thus negatively affect Irish energy consumers.

“In summary, we consider the -completion. of the North-South Interconnector to be of immense
Jimportance for the Irish economy..The interconnector as proposed will increase the capacity,

- reliability and resilience of the Irish electricity market to the benefit of both domestic and business. .

energy consumers.

In addition, the proposed:interconnector supports EU goals of further energy market mtegratmn and’

green energy expansion.*1t is ‘therefore in our interest to see the North-South Interconnector
completed at the earliest stage possible.

We trust that our views set out in this fetter will be given careful consideration in the planning
process and look forward to hearing the outcome. ' ’

On behalf of Cootehill Chamber and Chambers Ireland,
Yours Sincerely, . ,' , » ‘
lan Talbot

Chief Executive




